
Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides creative 
problem-solving opportunities for students from kindergarten through college. Team 
members apply their creativity to solve problems that range from building mechanical 
devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics. They then bring their 
solutions to competition on the local, state, and World level. Thousands of teams from 
throughout the U.S. and from about 25 other countries participate in the program.  
 
What makes Odyssey different? 
Odyssey of the Mind is a competitive program, but it's nothing like your typical sporting 
event. The competitive element encourages kids to be the best that they can be, but it's a 
friendly competition. Kids learn from and even cheer on their competitors. Odyssey of the 
Mind is not a college bowl or a competition about knowledge. It's all about creativity, an 
often overlooked element in the growth and development of many students. Kids are 
rewarded more for how they apply their knowledge, skills and talents, and not for coming 
up with the right answer. In fact, in Odyssey of the Mind problems, there isn't one right 
answer. Ever. 
 

How do students benefit from participation? 
In Odyssey of the Mind, students learn at a young age skills that will last a lifetime. They 
work in teams so they learn cooperation and respect for the ideas of others. They evaluate 
ideas and make decisions on their own, gaining greater self-confidence and increased self-
esteem along the way. They work within a budget, so they learn to manage their money. 
They see that there’s often more than one way to solve a problem, and that sometimes the 
process is more important than the end result. 
 

How do I join? (Not Guaranteed) 
WHEN: Thursdays, 3:30pm-5:30pm (October-March 9th) 
WHO: Students in grades 3-8 
WHERE: Pinewoods Campus 
COST: $175 
 
To Sign Up: Email Lara Hotaling Lhotaling@taylorschool.org by Wednesday 9/19 
Subject Line: OOTM 
 
Please know that your child is not guaranteed a spot on the team, by emailing, you 
are saying that your child can commit and wants to be a part of our Odyssey of the 
Mind team.  Final team members will be announced within the next couple of 
weeks.  
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Odyssey of the Mind 
 

Congratulations! You are officially a Taylor School Odyssey of the Mind team 
member! Parents may be asked to assist with snacks, helping out during club 
meetings, and helping with providing supplies/materials that are needed to solve 
the “Problem.” 
 
Please note, your child is expected to be present the entire day of the competition, 
Saturday, March 9th.  
 
 

WHEN: Thursdays (October 25th-March 9th) 3:30pm-5:30pm 
        
 
WHERE: Pinewoods Campus 
 
WHO: Grades 3-8 
 
HOW MUCH: $175 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Contact Information 
 
 
Student Name______________________________  Grade _______________ 
 
Parent(s) Name(s)___________________________  Phone/Cell____________ 
 
Parent Email: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WANTED: Odyssey of the Mind Parent Coach Volunteers 
 
We had so many students show interest in Odyssey of the Mind, and we can only have up to 
7 members on a team, so I was wondering if there were any parents willing to coach an 
additional team with an assistant. You would need to make a commitment on Thursdays 
from 3:30pm-5:30pm from October 25th-March 9th. The competition is Saturday, March 
9th. Please let Lara Hotaling at Lhotaling@taylorschool.org know by this Saturday, 9/22 
 
If you want to know more about Odyssey of the mind, here’s some more information: 
 

Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides creative 
problem-solving opportunities for students from kindergarten through college. Team 
members apply their creativity to solve problems that range from building mechanical 
devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics. They then bring their 
solutions to competition on the local, state, and World level. Thousands of teams from 
throughout the U.S. and from about 25 other countries participate in the program.  
 

What makes Odyssey different? 
Odyssey of the Mind is a competitive program, but it's nothing like your typical sporting 
event. The competitive element encourages kids to be the best that they can be, but it's a 
friendly competition. Kids learn from and even cheer on their competitors. Odyssey of the 
Mind is not a college bowl or a competition about knowledge. It's all about creativity, an 
often overlooked element in the growth and development of many students. Kids are 
rewarded more for how they apply their knowledge, skills and talents, and not for coming 
up with the right answer. In fact, in Odyssey of the Mind problems, there isn't one right 
answer. Ever. 
 
How do students benefit from participation? 
In Odyssey of the Mind, students learn at a young age skills that will last a lifetime. They 
work in teams so they learn cooperation and respect for the ideas of others. They evaluate 
ideas and make decisions on their own, gaining greater self-confidence and increased self-
esteem along the way. They work within a budget, so they learn to manage their money. 
They see that there’s often more than one way to solve a problem, and that sometimes the 
process is more important than the end result. 
 
How do I join? (Not Guaranteed) 
WHEN: Thursdays, 3:30pm-5:30pm (October-March 9th) 
WHO: Students in grades 3-8 
WHERE: Pinewoods Campus 
COST: $175 
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